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PERSONAL DETAILS
Location: London, UK & Wiltshire, UK




Height: 5’-6”
Telephone: +44 776 384 9393





Hair colour: brown
E-mail: deniz@michelledrouse.com




Eye colour: hazel
Website: michelledrouse.com





Physique: curvy

Nationalities: USA & Turkey





Age: 32
UK Visa: Tier 1 General Migrant





VALUES / SKILLS 

· Values include teamwork, community, wellbeing, multiculturalism, human rights, equality, & sustainability.
· Proficient in instructing, choreographing, researching and learning Middle Eastern dance and music.

· Extensive management skills in community design, social, multicultural, and women’s organisations. 
· Fluent in English (native language) and conversational fluency in oral and written Turkish and French.
STYLES, INSTRUMENTS & PROPS

· Oriental, folkloric, gypsy, fusion and theatrical styles inspired from Turkey, Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco, Sudan & Caspian region. Influences from jazz, tap, ballet, salsa, flamenco, musical theatre, drama.
· Darbuka, frame drum, tambourine, riq, davul, zills, Isis wings, veil, stick/cane.

DANCE/MUSIC/PERFORMANCE EXPERIENCE  
· Employ 10 years of professional and semi-professional performance/instruction experience and influenced by a lifetime of cultural experiences being of Turkish, American and secular Muslim/Jewish heritage.

· Company performer of Arabian Dance Theatre, dancers/musicians based in London demonstrating beauty, history, and diversity of the Arab culture, through music, dance, drama and poetry (2010-present).

· Co-founder/Artistic Director of Dunya Belly Dance, a London-based dance duo dedicated to the artistic and diverse representation of Middle Eastern dance (2009-present).

· Co-producer/Host of ‘Hafla on the Hill’ – World dance and music showcase in London benefiting multicultural, educational and women’s empowerment charities (2010-present).
· Choreograph/learn/perform entertaining and educational Middle Eastern dance pieces involving props and live percussion as part of Arabian Dance Theatre, Dunya Belly Dance in London/Turkey, Raksat Al Zaman in California, and Belly Dance by Deniz in Las Vegas, California, and London (2001-present).
· Instruct and mentor dancers of a variety of skill levels in California and England through Belly Dance by Deniz and Dunya Belly Dance & deliver master/cover classes for Tina Enheduanna, Love the Beat School of Dance, Mia Serra Belly Dance(2005-present).
OTHER EXPERIENCE

· Design Council, London – Programme Office Manager: Oversee the strategic and operational delivery of our portfolio of user-led designed community sustainability programmes tackling environmental and social issues to enable social and economic renewal (Oct 2009-present).
· City of Irvine, California – Associate Planner: Managed highly political regeneration, redevelopment and community development projects (2003-2009).   

· Multicultural Coalition, California – Lead Coordinator: Led a coalition of individuals and groups advocating for the development of a Multicultural Center celebrating diversity (2007-2009).

· Turkish American Association, California – Founder/Chairman: Founded the organization dedicated to enriching Turkish-American community members’ lives through countywide recreational, social, educational, cultural, professional development, and outreach activities (2004-2008).
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EDUCATION 

University of California, Irvine – MA, Master of Urban and Regional Planning (2001-2004)
· Master’s Thesis: An Examination of Sustainable Development - Safety in Southeastern Turkey/GAP Region  

University of California, Irvine - BA Hons, Bachelor of Arts, Environmental Analysis and Design (1997-2001)
· Honours Thesis: Religion, Identity and Space - Muslim Youth
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